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COMING SOON: ESCAPE FROM YOUR
LIBRARY ORIENTATION
KATHRYN NEW, ARTS AND HUMANITIES LIBRARIAN, AND HALI BLACK, FIRST YEAR EXPERIENCE LIBRARIAN

By now, many people have heard of escape rooms, which have become increasingly popular across the
nation. Since most students are already familiar with this current trend, educators across the United
States have started to bring the concept of escape rooms into their classrooms.
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In her article, “Harnessing the Power of Game Dynamics,” Bohyun
Kim, a digital access librarian, explains that “games can help in
learning because people are more motivated, engaged, and often
achieve more in games than in the real world.” Additionally, Kim
states that games are designed to deliver an optimal experience
to the user and explains that implementing game dynamics into
library instruction can raise the level of user engagement and
can help users solve problems more effectively and quickly.
Kathryn New, arts and humanities librarian, presented “Engaging
Generation Z in Library Instruction” at the 2018 Mississippi
Library Association Conference, where she showed results from
evaluations completed by students following library scavenger
hunts at Southern Miss. The information collected from the
self-evaluations show an increase in familiarity of the library
resources and space. This substantiates that adding games to
learning strategies employed in library instruction can increase
information retention and students’ confidence level in regard to
locating and using library services, resources and facilities.
Since creating a dedicated space for an escape room is not
feasible for most classrooms, a kit was created that simulates
the concept of an escape room for educational purposes.
Breakout EDU is a perfect solution for classrooms and libraries
to create an escape room of their own to facilitate game-based learning opportunities. For instructors
and librarians, this opportunity to branch out into the curriculum creates an exciting opportunity to
engage students in active learning.
Hali Black, first year experience librarian, and Kathryn New have teamed up to bring Breakout EDU
games to Southern Miss. Sponsored by a grant from The Friends of University Libraries, these kits will
be incorporated into library orientation and instruction sessions. Black and New are currently working
on strategies for applying these exciting changes with the goal of trial implementation in fall 2019.
.
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FUN-DA-MENTAL ADVENTURE BY MILTON WILLIAMS

PRESERVING WEBSITES AT USM

BETTY SHAW, ACCESS SERVICES FINANCIAL COORDINATOR, GULF COAST LIBRARY

ELIZABETH LA BEAUD, DIGITAL LAB MANAGER

Paintings by Gulf Coast
artist, Milton Williams,
were displayed in the Gulf
Coast Library from February
through April. The exhibit,
Fun-Da-Mental Adventure in
Art, Studies from the Last
Three Years, featured sea
scenes, landscapes, still life
and even a painting from
his computer art series, titled Shift Ctrl 2 Enter, which incorporates
computer parts in the painting.

New Orleans. At Mississippi State University, where he received his
degree in commercial art, Williams began to develop his signature
style, a textured palette knife technique. Originally using a thin
acrylic wash over a textured surface to produce the desired effect,
he now uses sand paintings as a base to paint on. Other techniques
include enhancing the natural grains with colors and patterns on
wood paintings and sand blasting art.

Williams began drawing and painting at age 10 when his parents
enrolled him in a pastel workshop at Delgado Art Museum in New
Orleans, now the New Orleans Museum of Art. He went on to study
at Louisiana State University of New Orleans, now the University of

Williams is the art director at the Armed Forces Retirement Home in
Gulfport, where for seven years, he has used art to enrich the lives
of residents.

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
FEATURES WORKSHOP
SERIES ON
STUDENT SUCCESS
HALI BLACK, FIRST YEAR EXPERIENCE LIBRARIAN

This spring, University Libraries offered a new series of workshops
on topics that focused on student success. This series was presented
by Hali Black, first year experience librarian. These workshops were
for first year and transfer students, but were applicable and relevant
for any student. Each workshop presented a topic related to student
success and the process of acclimating to college.

IGNITE YOUR SUCCESS - START YOUR
SEMESTER OFF RIGHT!
This workshop highlighted strategies and resources to help students
start their semester off on the right foot, including goal setting, time
management, communicating with your professors, and more.

PATHWAYS TO STUDENT SUCCESS
This workshop featured strategies and career resources to help
students choose majors that match their career or educational goals
and also covered how to take charge of their education itinerary,
benefits of getting involved on campus, and ways to connect.

END OF THE SEMESTER MOTIVATION
The purpose of this workshop was to provide students tools to
maintain motivation and inspiration during the halfway point of the
semester as finals approach and included techniques for conquering
procrastination and coping strategies for school-related stress.

In addition to a 22-year career as a graphic illustrator for the Navy,
Williams has been actively painting and developing his art. He has
completed over a thousand works of art, some of them lost to
Hurricane Katrina.

EXHIBIT FEATURES
MATERIALS ON
RELIGION IN MISSISSIPPI
JENNIFER BRANNOCK, CURATOR OF
RARE BOOKS AND MISSISSIPPIANA

Religion is a key component in the lives of many
Mississippians. To look at some aspects of faith in
the state, staff in Special Collections curated an
exhibit using materials from the collections.
From the traditional to the obscure, the exhibit highlights
the stories of lesser known preachers and congregations.
“Now Preaching in Your City:” Religion in Mississippi
provides a unique look at religion in the state. Howard S.
Williams, one of the founders of the Hattiesburg American,
left journalism to travel the country as a headliner at
religious revivals. The exhibit showcases publicity from
his revivals and photographs from his time on the road.
Records and books are on display from New Albany
native Estus Pirkle, who used films to promote his
teachings and beliefs, which brought attention to his
ministry in Mississippi but also in Latin America and
India. His film, If Footmen Tire You, What Will Horses
Do?, still has a following as a cult classic example of
Christian propaganda warning against the dangers
of communism. In addition, there are examples of
Mississippi gospel recordings by The Singing Churchmen
of Mississippi and the Keesler Air Force Base Soul Choir.
“Now Preaching in Your City:” Religion in Mississippi will
be on display on the third floor of McCain Library and
Archives until November 1. If you have questions about
the exhibit or the collections, contact Jennifer Brannock
at Jennifer.Brannock@usm.edu or 601.266.4347.

University Libraries now has the capacity to preserve websites and successfully harvested
its first website in January 2019. The Katrina Anniversary website, hosted by the University’s
Gulf Park campus, documents the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina in the 10 years following
the storm. The site includes first-hand accounts and oral histories, photographs and news
stories documenting the tragic aftermath, both on the Gulf Coast and in Hattiesburg, as well
as the community’s recovery. Unfortunately, it was time to take this valuable content offline
to make way for something new. Jenny Tate, associate director of University Communications
and Gulf Park campus communication officer, contacted Special Collections to see if the
content could be preserved and added to their collections.
As more and more content is created digitally, it is important for Digital Collections to
have the capacity to preserve digital materials and support Special Collections in this
way. Working with Lorraine Stuart, head of Special Collections, and Jessica Clark, records
management specialist, Digital Collections devised a strategy for capturing the Katrina
Anniversary website and preserving it for future generations. They called upon the same
technology used by the Internet Archives, who archives the World Wide Web at large, but

who sadly had not captured this site. Digital Collections created a virtual snapshot of the
site that people could navigate as if the site were live. “We retained as much functionality
as possible,” said Lisa Jones, University Libraries’ head of technology. “It was important to
us that patrons not only be able to search the content, but experience the website as it
was meant to be.”
The website contains 74 webpages and over 1,300 files embedded in its pages. While the
live site is no longer available, patrons can view and interact with the preserved snapshot
in Digital Collections.

2019 SOUTHERN MISS INSTITUTIONAL
REPOSITORY CONFERENCE
JOSH CROMWELL, INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORY COORDINATOR

University Libraries hosted the fifth annual Southern Miss Institutional Repository
Conference (SMIRC) on April 25-26, 2019. SMIRC serves as an opportunity for institutional
repository (IR) managers to gather together to learn from each other and for those
interested in starting an institutional repository to learn more about how repositories can
contribute to universities.
The two-day conference consisted of a keynote presentation, panel discussion, concurrent
sessions and workshops on a variety of topics pertaining to IRs, such as choosing a
platform, evaluating IR content, increasing faculty participation in the IR, and promoting
and preserving IR content, just to name a few. The conference typically attracts attendees
from across the region and even across the nation. The 2018 conference had 63 different
attendees from 28 institutions across 14 states and Canada.
The conference began on April 25, with a keynote address from Isaac Gilman, dean of
libraries at Pacific University. Gilman is also director of the Pacific University Press, a hybrid,
open-access publishing unit of the University Libraries. His current collaborative research
focuses on designing library services for first-generation college students. Gilman’s talk was
followed by a panel discussion and a series of lightning talks, which are brief, 10-minute
overviews of a topic.
On April 26, the day began with two concurrent sessions, followed by a pair of workshops
that allowed participants to take a deeper dive into some of the major components of
managing an IR. The afternoon featured a small-group discussion for IR managers to raise
topics and to share ideas with each other in smaller settings that facilitate conversation.
The conference then concluded with a series of shorter, half-hour concurrent sessions with
tracks for those interested in IR platforms and for those interested in IR management.
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HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPT
COLLECTIONS PROCESSED,
FALL 2018

This collection consists of material from the Mississippi State Hospital in
Whitfield, where Byron De La Beckwith Sr. was confined for observation in
1963 in connection with his trial for the murder of civil rights activist
Medgar Evers.
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UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES HOSTS SUCCESSFUL
EDIBLE BOOK FESTIVAL
JENNIFER BRANNOCK, CURATOR OF RARE BOOKS AND MISSISSIPPIANA

CARLA CARLSON, ASSISTANT CURATOR OF HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS

BLIND ROOSEVELT GRAVES AND BROTHER

Since 2015, University Libraries has hosted the annual Edible Book Festival, and just as in previous years, the 2019 awards were given for
Best in Show, Most Nutritious and Most Creative.

FANNIE KYKER COLLECTION

This collection contains a compact disc of the complete recorded works of
Mississippi-born Graves, including songs recorded in 1936 in Hattiesburg,
which are said to be the earliest rock-and-roll recordings.

An Edible Book Festival features food that is inspired by literary titles, characters or authors. Submissions have included a look at the paperback
classic Valley of the Dolls, an angry crepe (The Crepes of Wrath), and a cake that looks like Curious George. At the 2019 festival, students from a
University nutrition class showcased their “edible books” as part of the event.

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMAN’S CLUB,
GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI (1927-34)

Started in 1999, the International Edible Book Festival is held annually on or around April 1 - the birthday
of Jean-Anthelme Brillat-Savarin (1755 - 1826), the French author of a witty book on food titled Physiologie
du goût. Dozens of libraries and cultural organizations around the world have held their own festivals to
celebrate his work.

HATTIESBURG TRACK CLUB COLLECTION
(1977-2009)

University Libraries was the first in Mississippi to host an Edible Book Festival. Since promoting the event
at the Mississippi Library Association’s annual conference and other events, libraries from around the state
have begun holding their own festivals. These events not only promote reading and books, but they also
allow participants to show their creativity and even a fondness for puns (Edgar Allan Dough, anyone?).

Fannie LaVelle “Goodie”
Kyker (1926-2009) a
prominent citizen in
Hattiesburg, Mississippi,
developed a reputation
as an eccentric and was
known as “the Cat Lady of
Hattiesburg.” Her parents,
Dana H. Kyker and Leo
(Fortenberry) Kyker, owned
the Kyker Newsstand,
located on Front Street in the Sanger Building. Kyker earned a bachelor’s
degree from Sophie Newcomb College and a master’s degree from Tulane
University. She worked as a translator for the International Trade Mart in New
Orleans. Later she became a certified medical records librarian, working for
hospitals in New Orleans and in Jackson.
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BYRON DE LA BECKWITH SR. LETTERS

The Fannie Kyker Collection encompasses a broad time period and includes
materials that illustrate regional and national interests. This includes
photographs from early Hattiesburg, Camp Shelby during World War I,
mid-century college life, and late-century local
politics. It also includes correspondence, news
clippings, ephemera and realia. Of note is a
collection of postcards from Gulf Coast hotels,
many of which were destroyed during Hurricane
Camille in 1969. Also of note are photographs
from Front Street and the downtown district
of Hattiesburg, which span the first half of the
20th century.

CARROLL INGRAM PAPERS
Carroll Ingram was a member of the Mississippi Senate (Forrest, Lamar
and Stone Counties) from 1972–80. During his time in the Senate, he met
Lieutenant Governor Evelyn Gandy, and together, they formed an alliance
and a business relationship. When Evelyn Gandy retired in 1980, she came to
Hattiesburg and joined the Ingram Attorneys law practice, where she worked
until her death on December 23, 2007. Carroll and Annelle Ingram were major
contributors to our Edythe Evelyn Gandy Collection.

JEFF MCADORY PHOTOJOURNALISM COLLECTION
Jeff McAdory, a graduate of The University of Southern Mississippi and
Guggenheim Fellow, worked at The Clarion Ledger/Jackson Daily News as a
photographer and The Commercial Appeal (Memphis) as a photographer and
picture editor. The collection consists of photographs taken by Jeff McAdory
between 1979 and 1988. In 2007, he was inducted into the University’s School of
Mass Communication and Journalism Hall of Fame.

KENNEDY ASSASSINATION ASSOCIATED
PRESS WIRE REPORTS
The collection consists of one continuous paper roll (8 ½” wide by about 3” in
diameter) of Associated Press Wire Service bulletins regarding the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy on November 22, 1963, in Dallas, Texas. The roll
begins with the first news flash at 12:38 p.m. that Kennedy had been shot and
continues for a number of hours until after the capture of Lee Harvey Oswald.
The collection has been digitized for preservation and use.

HATTIESBURG SOCIAL AND SERVICE CLUB
YEARBOOKS (1911-71)
REV. ELTON CARTIS TUCKER PAPERS
The Tucker papers are a small collection pertaining
to the donor’s service in the U.S. Army during
World War II.

LT. CMDR. ARTHUR LANDIS JR.
COLLECTION
This collection was donated by famed art forger,
Mark Landis, in memory of his father and includes a
slave transfer document, Abraham Lincoln campaign
ribbon, Abraham Lincoln oversized campaign ribbon,
and a signature of General Nathan Bedford Forrest
on a lined sheet of paper.

JAMES G. HOLLANDSWORTH
CIVIL WAR COLLECTION
This collection contains a typescript of the article, “What a Hell of a Place to
Send 2,000 Men 3,000 Miles: Union Soldiers on Ship Island During the Civil
War,” and edited manuscripts of the books, The Louisiana Native Guards and
An Absolute Massacre: The New Orleans Race Riot of July 30, 1866.

CHRISTOPHER J.J. THIRY SPORTS
CARD COLLECTION
This is a small collection of sports cards of former
University of Southern Mississippi students that
became professional athletes.

HERBERT RANDALL PHOTOGRAPH
COLLECTION
This collection contains 50 black-and-white, proof-quality, photographs from
Herbert Randall’s personal collection.

2019 EZRA JACK KEATS BOOK AWARD
The Ezra Jack Keats Foundation, in partnership with the de Grummond Children’s Literature
Collection at The University of Southern Mississippi, presented the 33rd annual Ezra Jack Keats
Award at the Fay B. Kaigler Children’s Book Festival on April 4. The Ezra Jack Keats Book Award
is given to a writer and an illustrator early in their careers for their outstanding work.
The winning writer and illustrator each receive $3,000 and a bronze medallion.
Deborah Pope, executive director of the Ezra Jack Keats Foundation, said, “It is a joy and a privilege
each year to recognize and support new writers and illustrators who create beautiful and entertaining
books that reflect the childhood experiences of our diverse population. The Ezra Jack Keats Award brings
greater attention to artists who, like Ezra, seek to inspire all children to achieve their full potential.”
“This year’s EJK Award winners celebrate human connection and kindness through thoughtful books that
remind us of the sheer joy and the lasting impact of Ezra’s work. We look forward to their continued,
illustrious careers, writing and illustrating delightful children’s books that make a difference,” said
Ellen Ruffin, curator of the de Grummond Children’s Literature Collection and the Keats Archive.
Sophie Blackall, winner of the 2003 EJK Award for Illustrator for her children’s book, Ruby’s Wish, as well as
two Caldecott Medals in 2016 for Finding Winnie and this year for Hello Lighthouse, presented the 2019 Ezra
Jack Keats Award. Bweela Steptoe, a renowned designer of unique wearable art, delivered the Keats Lecture.
For more information about Open Access and about OA Week/Month events, visit aquila.usm.edu/oaweek.

2019 EZRA JACK KEATS AWARD WINNER FOR WRITER
John Sullivan, for Kitten and the Night Watchman
Illustrated by Taeeun Yoo
Published by Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman Books
What does a night watchman do
all night? This is the perfect book
for children whose parents work at
night or for children who wonder
what goes on at night when they’re
asleep. The story gently weaves
the work a night watchman does
with the poetry of a sleeping
construction site, the warmth of a new kitten, and
pleasure of going home at sunrise to a loving family.

Sullivan said, “Winning the EJK
Award means a lot to me. It means
my book has played a small part in
bringing people together. Done well,
a children’s book shows that people
have the same hopes and fears, and
that how we behave, not surface
differences, is most important.”
When asked what inspired the idea for his book, Sullivan
added, “My first year as a night watchman, many years
ago, I found a stray kitten on a worksite, fell in love
with her, named her Beebe, and we spent the next 17
years together. My book tells our story while showing
children the value of compassion for animals.”
continued on page 6
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2019 EZRA JACK KEATS AWARD WINNER FOR ILLUSTRATOR
Oge Mora, for Thank you, Omu!
Illustrated by Taeeun Yoo
Published by Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman Books
In the busy city, who would think that Omu’s fragrant and tasty
stew could bring people together as if they lived in a small
town? This playful story, and the bright, Keatsian illustrations,
show us that kind human connections
can form intimate support groups
amidst any kind of city bustle.
Mora said, “I have always looked
up to Ezra Jack Keats, and I am
incredibly honored to be a small
part of his storied legacy. Keats
understood that diversity isn’t an

ideal; diversity is our world. For my grandmother, cooking
was about bringing people together. My books are my way
of honoring that love and sharing it with the world.”
Like Keats, Mora illustrated her
book using collage and remarked,
“I approach collage with no rules.
A sky can be yellow. A map can
be a pot holder, a floral pattern a
savory stew. Spontaneity is what
makes collages exciting to make
and look over. I use collaged text
throughout the book to seamlessly
blend my writing and art together.”

2018 KEYNOTES

2019 EZRA JACK KEATS AWARD HONOR WINNERS
WRITER HONOR

ILLUSTRATOR HONOR

Juana Martinez-Neal, for Alma and How She Got Her Name
(illustrated by Juana Martinez-Neal, published by Candlewick)

Jessica Love, for Julián Is a Mermaid
(written by Jessica Love, published
by Candlewick)
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Matt James, for The Funeral
(illustrated by Matt James, published by Groundwood Books)

Jane McGuinness, for Prickly Hedgehogs!
(written by Jane McGuinness, published
by Candlewick)

Keith Calabrese, for Lena’s Shoes Are Nervous
(illustrated by Juana Medina, published by Atheneum
Books for Young Readers)

52ND FAY B. KAIGLER CHILDREN’S
BOOK FESTIVAL
Over 400 individuals from all over the United States gathered in celebration of children’s
literature at the 52nd annual Fay B. Kaigler Children’s Book Festival held April 3-5.
Each year, The University of
Southern Mississippi Medallion is
awarded to an individual who has
contributed to the lives of children.
The 2019 Medallion was presented
to Tamora Pierce. Pierce is an
award-winning author best-known
for her young adult fantasy books.
Choosing not to write traditional
fantasy, she made the heroes
of her stories teenage girls. Her works include Song of the
Lioness Quartet, the Protector of the Small Quartet, Circle
of the Magic Quartet, Legend of Beka Cooper series, Numair
Chronicles, The Immortals Quartet and the Trickster series.
She is a self-proclaimed “geek,” recipient of the 2013 Margaret
A. Edwards Award and a #1 New York Times bestseller. She
currently lives in Syracuse, New York, with her husband.

Longtime friend of the Children’s Book Festival and de Grummond Collection,
Richard Peck, was celebrated in a special session during the 2019 festival.
Guest speakers who shared their favorite memories of Peck included Paul
Zelinsky, Louise Bourden, Chuck Galey, Cheryl Peck, Patsy Perritt, Sonya
Sones, Bennett Tramer and Maryann Macdonald. A film by Sonya Sones was
also presented, and the audience was invited to share their memories. Peck,
who passed away in 2018, established a scholarship for the Children’s Book
Festival in 2016.

THE FAY B. KAIGLER
CHILDREN’S BOOK FESTIVAL
THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI

Australian artist and Ezra Jack Keats Award winner, Sophie
Blackall, delivered the 2019 de Grummond Lecture. Blackall has
illustrated over 30 children’s books and featured her characters
in Ivy + Beans to join the fight against
measles in Ivy + Beans Versus the
Measles. Some of her works include New
York Times Top 10 Picture Book Big Red
Lollipop, Caldecott medal winner Finding
Winnie: The True Story of the World’s
Most Famous Bear, Hello Lighthouse,
Are You Awake? and Pecan Pie with
Jacqueline Woodson. She now lives in
Brooklyn, New York, with her children.

Brian Floca has both written and illustrated and his nonfiction
picture book, Locomotive, garnered the 2014 Caldecott Medal and
a Robert F. Sibert Honor Award, among other accolades. He also
received Sibert Honor Awards for his books, Moonshot: The Flight
of Apollo 11 and Lightship, and for his
illustrations in Ballet for Martha: Making
Appalachian Spring, written by Jan
Greenberg and Sandra Jordan. Though
best known for his picture books, Floca
has also illustrated novels, most notably
Avi’s Poppy and the other five books in
the Poppy Stories series and Old Wolf.

For over two decades, Kevin Lewis has been one of the most
highly regarded children’s book editors in the industry. At
Scholastic Inc., he worked with Dav Pilkey on the original Captain
Underpants. At Simon & Schuster Books
for Young Readers, where he served
as an editorial director, Lewis worked
with a veritable who’s who of authors
and illustrators, including Laurie Halse
Anderson, Spike and Tonya Lee, Tony
DiTerlizzi and Holly Black. In 2018, Lewis
became an agent for the Erin Murphy
Literary Agency, primarily focusing on
writer-illustrators and diverse voices.

Urban Destruction stylist Bweela Steptoe delivered the 2019
Ezra Jack Keats Lecture. Steptoe is a graduate of The Fashion
Institute of Technology, where she received degrees in accessory
and knitwear design. At FIT, Bweela
acquired knowledge in all aspects of
the fashion industry. Since graduating,
Bweela has been designing for private
clients, as well as selling out of
several small boutiques in New York
City, including locations in Brooklyn,
where the designer also resides.

Javaka Steptoe won the 2017 Caldecott
Medal and the 2017 Coretta Scott King
Illustrator Award for his picture book
biography Radiant Child: The Story of
Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat. His
debut picture book, In Daddy’s Arms I
Am Tall: African Americans Celebrating
Fathers, earned him a Coretta Scott
King Illustrator Award, in addition to a nomination for
Outstanding Children’s Literature Work at the 1998 NAACP
Image Awards. Since that time, Steptoe has illustrated and/
or written more than a dozen books for youth readers,
collaborating with some of the top names in the business.

William Joyce is the 2019 winner of the Coleen Salley
Storytelling Award and well-known author, illustrator, producer
and owner of Moonbot Studios. He is the author of popular
titles, such as the Guardians of Childhood series, picture
books Dinosaur Bob and Santa Calls, and was the executive
producer of the movie based on the
series Rise of the Guardians. He also lent
his creativity to the blockbuster films,
Toy Story, A Bug’s Life and Meet the
Robinsons, and he wrote and co-directed
The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris
Lessmore, which won an Academy
Award for Best Short Animated Film.
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RE TURN SERVICE REQUES TED

SPOTLIGHT ON

ANDREW RHODES

Andrew Rhodes is the Special Collections specialist for
University Libraries. He primarily handles the accounting and
deposits for Special Collections, as well as working with stacks
management and scheduling faculty and staff for the reference
desk in the Cleanth Brooks
Reading Room in McCain
Library and Archives. Rhodes
also supervises student
employees and works
with Mississippiana and
rare books accessioning.
Rhodes, a native of
Hattiesburg and proud
alumnus of Hattiesburg
High School, earned his
bachelor’s degree in
business administration

from Louisiana State University and his Master of
Arts in English from Southern Miss. He has been
with University Libraries for six years.
He always thought archives were interesting, particularly
rare books, but he didn’t know the depth of special
collections until he began working for University Libraries.
Rhodes is currently working to keep up with the many
cookbook donations that are coming in to Special
Collections, which includes making sure they are cataloged
and shelved. He is also working to finish processing
an archival collection, the papers of W.T. Brannon.
Rhodes is married to Erin, a dentist in Hattiesburg, and they
have three children, Adam (10), Zach (7) and Bridget (4). When
he finds free time, he enjoys playing tennis and reading.
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